
Face Covering Guidance 

Public Health guidance says that staff and 

students in secondary schools should wear 

face coverings in areas where social 

distancing is difficult to maintain, for 

example, in corridors and communal areas. 

Staff in primary schools should wear a face 

covering when moving around the school 

and where social distancing is not possible. 

This includes while in: 

• corridors 

• staff rooms 

• offices  

• toilets 

Staff in all settings should also wear a face 

covering when on duty at the beginning and 

end of the school day where large numbers 

of parents and students are present. 

Face coverings are not recommended for 

use in the classroom as there are additional 

control measures in place, including the use 

of bubbles and social distancing between 

the teacher and students.  

Children in primary schools do not need to 

wear a face covering. 

Any visitors or contractors will be required 

to wear a face covering for the duration of 

their time in school. 

Please note, face coverings are not a substitute for social distancing. They provide additional 

protection where social distancing is not possible but you should always aim to maintain  

2 metre plus social distancing wherever and whenever possible adhering to the timings below. 

1 METRE 
You must not spend longer  

than 1 minute within  

1 metre of anyone else. 

1-2 METRES 
You must not spend longer  

than 15 minutes within  

1-2 metres of anyone else. 

2 METRES + 
The majority of the time you  

should be 2 or more metres  

away from anyone else. 

How to wear a face covering 

When wearing a face covering you should: 

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and 

water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser 

before putting a face covering on. 

• avoid wearing on your neck or forehead. 

• avoid touching the part of the face covering 

in contact with your mouth and nose, as it 

could be contaminated with the virus. 

• change the face covering if it becomes damp 

or if you’ve touched it. 

• avoid taking it off and putting it back on a 

lot in quick succession. 
 

When removing a face covering: 

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and 

water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser 

before removing. 

• only handle the straps, ties or clips. 

• do not give it to someone else to use. 

• if single-use, dispose of it carefully in a 

residual waste bin and do not recycle. 

• if reusable, wash it in line with 

manufacturer’s instructions at the highest 

temperature appropriate for the fabric. 

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and 

water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser 

once removed. 


