
 

Reading:  Continue to develop our skills in each 
of these areas: 

 Vocabulary 
 Inference 
 Prediction 
 Explanation  
 Retrieval 
 Summarising 

 

Class Novel: 
Shackleton’s Journey by 

William Grill 

Varjak Paw by SF Said  

 

 

Art & DT 

Art: Research, draft and 
redraft a design for a compass.  

DT: Design, create and 
evaluate a working torch that 
could be used on an Antarctic 
adventure!   

S&L:  

Regular 
opportunities for 
discussion during 
guided reading and 
assembly time.  

Computing: 

Miss Bullivant 
will lead units on 
programming to 
achieve specific 
outcomes and 
creating & using  
databases for a 
range of 
purposes.  

Our BIG Idea 

Antarctica is an 
inhospitable place! 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography 

 Map work to include hemispheres, 8-point compass 
and Arctic & Antarctic Circles.  

 Identifying climate zones across the world. 
 Describing the 4 stages of the water cycle. 
 Local study and exploring flooding, e.g. Ouse & Foss 

including fieldwork in our local environment. 
 Creating sketches and taking photos of potential 

flooding risk.  
 Debate what can be done to prevent flooding. 

 

  Science: We will cover 2 topics: Habitats and Electricity 

• Compare various habitats to the Antarctic: 
temperature, humidity, ground formation, shelter, food 
sources. 

• Gather and classify animals from set habitats (beyond 
local already studied)- use a virtual journey. 

• Create simple circuits and label the components, 
exploring the effect of power and bulb. 

• Explore the effect of too many batteries on a bulb 

• Label the battery as a cell and explain that it is the 
power source 

French:  

Introducing & 
describing our 
families.  

 

Music:  
 

Begin to 
develop 
performance 
and 
composition 
skills in a 
singing 
ensemble. 

 

PE: 
 

Across the Spring term 
we will cover these areas:  
 
Team Handball 
Tag Rugby 
Dance 
Health Related Exercise 

Y4 

Writing:  

During Spring 1, we will concentrate on 
Shackleton’s journey. We will use this as 
inspiration to write a job application to join his 
crew, narrative to tell parts of the story of his 
journey and a newspaper report on the events.  

In Spring 2, focus will shift to Varjak Paw, which 
will inspire us to write some poetry and a TV 
script.  
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