
 

 
Reading:  
‘The Explorer’ provides rich examples for 
understanding characters and settings in a 
narrative context. It also builds understanding of 
the rainforest environment more generally, 
supporting some of our Geography and Science. 
Whole Class Reading sessions will continue to 
range widely across different genres and 
comprehension skills. 

Writing:  

We will write narratives using scenes, situations 
and character from the class novel. This will 
involve developing and practising punctuation 
for direct speech. 

We will write non-fiction texts linking to our 
Science, featuring colons and parenthesis. 

 

Class Novel:  
 
 
 

The Explorer 
by 

Katherine Rundell 
 

 
 

Art & DT 
We will study the work of 
Rachel Newling then learn to 
lino print leaf patterns 
ourselves. 
We will explore the use of 3d 
printers for creating simple 
tools for a rainforest 
environment  

S&L:  

Responding to 
speakers’ points. 

Linking own ideas 
to other people’s. 

Computing: 

We will use 
Crumble 
microcontrollers 
to learn about 
selection in 
physical 
computing. Then 
we will create and 
use flat-file 
databases. 

Our BIG Idea 

People work 
with the world 
around them. 

 

 

 

 

 

Science: 

In a busy term for Science, we will begin with plant 
reproduction, leading into comparing the life cycles 
of different living things. 
We will the study the Solar System, specifically how 
the Earth orbits the Sun and the Moon orbits the 
Earth. 
Finally, we will study how materials change when 
they are combined in different ways. 

French:  

Expand 
descriptions of 
scenes and people. 
Use ‘Je vais’. 

 

 
Music:  

 

Understanding 
the message of 
songs. 
Adapting voice 
to perform 
different styles 
in an ensemble 
context. 

PE: 
 

Applying creativity and 
working in unison to 
perform and develop 
dances based on The 
Haka. 
Developing invasion game 
skills and ball control 
through handball and 
hockey. 

Y5 

Geography 

We will learn about lines of latitude and longitude, 
building on prior knowledge of the Equator. 

We will compare locations (York and Manaus) and 
their features as settlements, both physical and 
human, and how the two link. 

We will also use the Amazon/Brazil context to as a 
starting point to locate other major world rivers. 
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